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Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: Free School Meals

Could you be entitled to free school meals? Pupils who do qualify for FSM receive £2.40 per day to
purchase a meal within school. You can register anytime online now if you receive any of the benefits
below.

Registering could also assist the school in securing additional funding that will enable the school to provide
additional support and resources. Children whose parents receive the following support payments are
entitled to receive free school meals:

e Income Support (IS)

e Income Based Jobseekers Allowance

e An income-related employment and support allowance

e The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit (PCGC) support under part VI of the Immigration
and Asylum Act 1999

o Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
income, as assessed by Inland Revenue that does not exceed £16,190

Apply now via the online application form: https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/schools-and-
education/school-meals

What happens next: You will receive confirmation from Blackburn with Darwen council confirming
whether you are eligible by email. If you are eligible, Blackburn with Darwen council will let school know
that your child can have free school meals. As soon as school receives this notification it is applied
immediately to their accounts so they can receive their free school meal immediately.

Please do not apply if the following applies:

e If you receive Universal Credit and earn more than £616.66 per month (gross). The income
assessment takes your last three months of earnings into consideration when making the decision. If
you drop below this threshold, at a later date, you will be able to claim free school meals again.

e If you have claimed Universal Credit and are awaiting the outcome of your award. Free school
meals cannot be awarded until a decision on Universal Credit entitlement is made

e If you are already receiving free school meals at the school your child attends. Please note, under
current rules you will continue to receive free school meals for the child until they leave their
current phase of education

If you receive Working Tax Credit you will not be entitled to free school meals.
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If you have any further questions in connection with the application process, please visit
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-meals alternatively contact Ruth
Cull, Vice Principal in school.

Kind regards,

Mrs Ruth Cull
Vice Principal
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